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Statement by the Managing Authority (MA) regarding common inquiries by potential beneficiaries relating to the Second Call for Proposals under the IPA CBC Programme Bulgaria-Turkey (second part)
1. It is clear that the documents that have to be translated into English do not have to be legalized, but still should they be officially translated by a translation company / agency?

Answer:

Due to section 2.6.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants: The Supporting documents issued by national/local authorities or other bodies shall be attached in the original language accompanied by a translation in English. It’s not obligatory to do the translation by a specialized translation agency, since the translation is stamped and signed by respective organization as true copy.  The Assessment Working Group may request submission of certified translation in English of any Supporting Document in case the presented translation is considered as not convincing.
2. Do you accept electronic signature as official way to certify a document?

Answer:
According to the Bulgarian Law for the Electronic Document and the Electronic Signature:

“Electronic Signature” is any information in electronic form, added or logically connected to the electronic statement, which determines its author. “Electronic statement” is a verbal statement, presented in digital form by a common standard for transferring, reading and visual presentation of information. “Electronic document” is an electronic statement, copied on a magnetic, optical or other device, which gives an opportunity to be recreated.

In case that you submit a paper document, according to the Bulgarian Law for the Electronic Document and the Electronic Signature: the electronic signature is not to be considered as an official way to certify a document. 

3. How do we proceed in case that the National Income Agency (NIA) refuses to issue us a certificate for lack of obligations? In our case a partner from Yambol receives a refusal from NIA – branch office in Yambol to issue a certificate with the explanation that they don’t have a standard form for such a document. We will send this question to the central office of NIA as well.
Answer:

The issue of certificates of this kind is a prerogative of the NIA and is not under the control of the MA or any other authority of the Programme. The NIA is obliged to issue the certificate if all legal preconditions for it are available. During the First Call for proposals a lot of certificates for lack of obligations were presented, including such issued by NIA – branch office in Yambol
4. Do you foresee advance payment under the project and how many %?
Answer:

Advance payment is foreseen in amount of 20% of the projects budget. For more information you can refer to the Project Implementation Manual published on the webpage of the Programme.  
5. Is it possible the duration of “soft measure” projects to be increased from 12 to 24 months?

Answer:

According to the Guideline for Applicants the duration of the “soft” measure projects is maximum 12 months.

6. Can projects related to construction of a home punch system including equipment supply which improves the waste treatment infrastructure be accepted as “investment” projects?

Answer:

The question concerns opinion by MA on the eligibility of a specific activity that you would like to include in a future project. According to section 2.5.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants under the second call No2007-CB16IPO008-2011-2 "In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities". Thus your question is left without consideration. The eligibility of Actions is described in detail in section 2.5.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants.
7. On behalf of our client, an University, please give your official statement if the organization can be accepted as eligible under the Second Call for Project Proposals of  IPA CBC Programme Bulgaria-Turkey.

Answer:

The Eligibility of Applicants is described in detail in section 2.5.2 of the Guidelines.
8. Can an association registered in Sofia without branches in the country become a Lead partner of a project under the Second Call for Proposals?

Answer:

According to the Guidelines, one of the eligibility criteria for the applicants (Lead partner and Partners) is to be a legal person in the eligible border region of the Programme. For detailed information on Eligibility of Applicants you can refer to section 2.5.2 of the Guidelines.
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